
GREENE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

October 7, 2021 

 

The Greene County Board of Health (BOH) met in person on Thursday, October 7, 2021, at the Greene 
County Medical Center Medical Staff Library, Level B. Zoom option was provided for those unable to join 
at meeting site. 

Attendance: 

Board of Health (BOH) members:  Rochelle Guess, Dr. Keith Van Beek, Dawn Rudolph (virtual), Amanda 
Bills 
Guests: Paula Klocke (virtual), New Opportunities, Inc.; Chuck Wenthold, Greene Co. Environmental 
Health Director; Sara Miller and Phyllis Woodley, Greene Co. PH HOPES staff; Tricia Nichols, Cindy 
Partlow, and Meredith Mickelson, Webster County Health Department (all virtual); Cindy Duhrkopf, 
Partnership-4-Families (P4F) area coordinator; Heather Bombei, IDPH Community Health Consultant. 
Public Health: Becky Wolf, Director 
 
Following technical difficulties, the meeting was called to order by Rudolph at 7:13 AM.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Guess, seconded by Van Beek to approve August 5, 2021 meeting minutes; all ayes; 
motion carried. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: 

COVID-19 Update/Emergency Preparedness: Wolf shared the recent case counts, including 
demographics, vaccination status, and positivity rate. Vaccination rate of general population remains 
stagnant at approximately 50%. Booster and 3rd doses of Pfizer were distinguished, based on age, level 
of health risks, occupational exposure risks. Awaiting FDA approval of 3rd doses of Moderna and J & J, 
plus ability to offer vaccine to kids under 12. Combo flu/COVID-19 vaccine clinics offered by PH 
throughout October and early November, including school-based, office-based, and drive-through 
options. PH distributing 4-6 Test Iowa take-home saliva kits; kits are sent to State Hygienic Lab via UPS 
with results posted on portal within 24-48 hours. 

Conflict of Interest policy and disclosure statement: Wolf explained the purpose of this policy, 
specifically for Board of Health members, per Iowa Code, 68B; will review and update signature page 
annually. Motion by Bills to approve the Conflict of Interest policy and disclosure statement, seconded by 
Van Beek; all ayes; motion carried. Wolf will obtain signatures from members unable to attend today.  

PH staffing update: Wolf shared that yesterday was Jill Hansen’s last day, retiring after 35 years 
at the medical center, 25 of those in PH; Bombei provided an IDPH Certificate of Appreciation. Lindsay 
Jacobs, Jill’s replacement, is adjusting well to her new position. Board informed that Judy Murphy, PH 
Office Manager, is unable to return to work due to health issues; Anne Carstens, PH Clerk, has been 
promoted to Judy’s position. The Clerk opening has been posted. Wolf commended Carstens for her 
dedication and willingness to learn additional fiscal skills while covering the office operations in 
Murphy’s absence. 
 Contractor reports:  

• Grants-to-Counties Workplan: Wenthold review the components of source of funding to 
cover water testing, well permits, well plugging, and reconstruction. Shared that activity has 
picked up recently. No changes made to this workplan. Pointed out that for known 



underground storage, the DNR makes the determination for the local well disposition. All 99 
counties now participate in the GTC grant program. Motion by Guess to approve the October 
2021 Grants-to-Counties Workplan; seconded by Bills; all ayes; motion carried. 

• Partnership-4-Families (P4F): Duhrkopf shared the executive summary; this entity funds the 
majority of Greene Co. HOPES program, part of a four-county region. Duhrkopf recognized 
Miller, HOPES coordinator for Greene Co. PH, for her efforts to provide supervisory support 
to the Guthrie/Audubon County HOPES family support worker, following change in that 
program’s staffing. 

• HOPES & Baby Boutique: Miller and Woodley provided an overall education and review of 
annual program components, curriculum updates, and efforts to increase 
outreach/enrollment.  Number of clients served and program goals were shared.  Greene 
County HOPES will have two-day peer review visit (virtual) on October 11-12, 2021. 
Interviews will include two BOH members; medical center trustees, CFO and HR director; 
P4F board members; and program clients.  

• Webster County Health Department-services subcontracted with Greene County PH: 
o Maternal-child-adolescent health: Nichols recognized PH staff for providing some 

services, such as developmental screens, lead screens, and social worker visits, 
during the pandemic. With the proposed Collaborative Service Areas (CSAs)  
referenced by IDPH for the next competitive grant cycle, Greene County PH will 
likely become part of CSA Region 2, with Crawford County, as the grant contractor. 
Wolf has been in contact with Kim Finneran, Crawford Co.’ PH director; reassured 
local services will be provided by Greene Co. PH. 

o I-Smile: Partlow shared data regarding number of various services provided to 
children, especially high-risk. Services include oral health instruction, dental 
screenings, and fluoride varnish applications. School-based clinics provide 
screenings and dental sealants. Total of 83 kids screened FY21; 48% identified as 
high-risk. School-based clinics possible to schools with 45% or more students 
qualifying for free or reduced lunch. Challenges with limited Medicaid 
reimbursement resulting in fewer dental offices accepting Medicaid patients. 
Locally, Dr. Teusch is no longer a Medicaid provider; Dr Van Beek suspended 
accepting new Medicaid kids for a few months, due to lack of Medicaid 
reimbursement and limited availability to serve current patients. He is a Delta plan 
provider; declined MCNA status. 

o 1st Five birth-to-five care coordination: Mickelson shared summary of service 
provision in Greene County and eligibility of program. Referrals begin with the 
medical provider, resulting in local coordination by Miller.  

• Other topics of discussion: Wolf reported that the FY22 Local Public Health Services grant 
performance measure, “Public Health System Assessment,” was submitted August 15, 2021. 

 
 
Motion by Guess to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Van Beek; all ayes in favor; motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:53 AM.   
 
 
Next meeting, December 2, 2021 at 7:00 AM, in the GCMC Medical Staff Library, Level B. Virtual 
option will be available, if needed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Becky Wolf, Director 


